	

	Invasive Management Committee 
	Dunn Ag Center
April 29, 2014

9:00 a.m.

	Purpose:  

	Attendees:
	Rolf Utegaard, Calvin Kunkle, John Sippl, Chris Gaetzke, John Haack, Ted Dezurik, Ted Ludwig, Kathy Stahl

	

	Agenda

	Topic
	Desired Outcome
	Results/Minutes

	Minutes
	Approved last month’s minutes
	

	Training for Dunn Co Citizen mapping—May 27th
	Training for citizens to do Dunn County ROW mapping of target invasives
	Rachel Hart-Brinson will do training of volunteers for Dunn Co mapping project on May 27th at 6:30 p.m. in the County Board room.  Class room portion will be survey protocol with field visit to look at 6 target species.  Goal is to get maps to public for educ, online GLEDN, and to county highway dept for timely mowing.  
Rolf offered to help with verification of volunteers’ plant identification.

	Red Cedar Trail invasives
	Explore invasive control and reporting along Red Cedar Trail
	Send announcement to Calvin for volunteers for mapping.  In re to invasives along trail, problem is there is no number to call to report invasives.  Perhaps need to develop signage about reporting invasives.  Kathy call Ellen Ochs to discuss upcoming county mapping and control projects along the trail.  Put Red Cedar Trail regularly on WCWIPMA agenda.

	Menomonie Environmental Center invasives
	Invasive plant control at Environmental Center
	Garlic Mustard (G.M.) & buckthorn at Environmental Center.  A mountain bike trail is being developed out there through Menomonie Area Mountain Bike Association.  Will have more access to see what’s out there.  Fall project to work on buckthorn.  Bill Dingwall will organize that.  Need education about not spreading G.M. seeds with bicycles.

	April 5th exhibit at Waterfront Workshop
	WCWIPMA exhibit shown at Menomonie Landscape Waterfront Workshop.
	Chris set up WCWIPMA exhibit set up at the Waterfront Landscaping Workshop on April 5th.

	April 22nd Invasive Presentation
	Completed presentation re invasives at Fly Fishing class
	Chris gave a presentation to the UW Stout Fly Fishing class on April 22nd regarding invasive plants along water ways.  

	Colfax Earth Day invasive control
	Complete rescheduled invasives control with Colfax students
	Colfax control/mapping day was rained out but will be held Wednesday, May 7th.  Ted, Rachel, Chris & Kathy will lead that day

	Menomonie Middle School Earth Day project
	Successfully completed an invasive control day with Menomonie Middle School students on April 25th
	Menomonie Middle School students did buckthorn and G.M. control at the Red Cedar Depot on April 25th.  North of Depot is badly infested.  Maybe have a fall event with Menomonie Middle School.  Suggested we have a competition if doing G.M. pull.  Could get rewards from Culvers.  

	Invasive/prairie presentation in Menomonie April 27th
	Completed presentation at Raw Deal re Invasives and native remnants
	Kathy gave presentation about local invasives plants and native prairie/savanna remnants at Raw Deal on April 27t.

	Future Projects
	a) Birch Creek May 16th
b)  Leafy spurge demo June 13

c) Wild parsnip demo July

d) Japanese Knotweed demo

e) Oriental bittersweet media event in fall?
	a) Chris will check with Paul re Menomonie students help

b) Driving tour of leafy spurge-some in Lucas township and Sherman.  Check out Gilbert Creek.  Good one for county to work on.  Workforce could help with this effort.
c) Chase is working Wild parsnip demo in July in Pepin Co
d) Location?  Hoffman Hills has J.K. as down Carn Trieber’s land.  Perhaps could have 3 different sites for J.K. demo

e) Suggested to have info about oriental bittersweet close to the time when crafters may be making fall wreaths

	Beaver Creek Invasive Plant meeting
	Brief presentation at Invasive Species Education Summit on June 10th at Beaver Creek Reserve
	Chris, Kathy, and intern will attend and give presentation.

	Intern was approved for WCWIPMA
	Anthony Dressel will be intern for WCWIPMA and other conservation efforts, supervised primarily by Chris and John.  
	Chris will work with John to supervise the intern.  NRCS is providing truck and computer.  The employment benefits & RCD grant administrative fee were provided by Downsville Sportsman’s Club, Red Cedar Pheasants Forever, Dunn County Fish & Game, and TMLIA.  We should attend their meetings to let them know what was accomplished through intern.  Will have intern go out with other conservation agencies to see what they do.  Will start May 19th, work until August 15th.  All projects for the intern should be funneled through Chris and John.  

	Newpaper
	Approved for newspaper series re invasive plants in both Leader-Telegram and Dunn County News
	Kathy has written first of series on garlic mustard

	Postcard hand out
	Expand distribution of postcards throughout community.
	Chris developed a small handout re WCWIPMA for easy distribution.  We should get some professionally printed to put in libraries.  Can information be handed out with various garden centers that sell plants?
It was suggested that brochure could include picture of kids’ eradicating invasives.

	UWEC Service Learning
	Sign WCWIPMA up for volunteers with Servicing Learning
	Kathy and Chris work on sign up.  

	Grant reports
	Reports for grants received for WCWIPMA will be completed on time.  
	Interim private forest grant report due May 16th.  Kathy will do report.
Final Citizen Monitoring grant report due June 20th.  Intern can work on poster and report.

	Increase landowners participation in WCWIPMA
	Explore ways to expand landowners involvement in WCWIPMA organization
	We need to find ways to motivate landowners involvement in group.  It was suggested food would help.


	Action Item(s)
	Who
	Due
	Details

	Next WCWIPMA meeting
	All
	May 28th at 9:00 AM
	Dunn County Ag Center


