	

	Invasive Management Committee 
	Dunn Ag Center
12-10-2013

9:00 a.m.

	 Purpose:  

	Attendees:
	Chris Gaetzke (Dunn Co. LCD), Chase Cummings (Pepin Co. LCD), John Sippl (NRCS), Ted Ludwig (Red Cedar Basin Monitoring Group), Jeanette Kelly (Beaver Creek Reserve), Lee Shambeau (4-Control), Julie Bruggenthies (Workforce Resource), Dick Lamers (TMLIA), Kathy Stahl (TPE)

	

	Agenda

	Topic
	Desired Outcome
	Results/Minutes

	AIS collaboration
	Greater collaboration with AIS/groups dealing with aquatic invasives
	AIS have suggested working more closely with terrestrial invasive groups.  How do we develop more connectivity between groups?  Cross communication?  We could add aquatic info on our FB and website.

	Work days with Workforce Resource youth
	Have regularly scheduled work dates for 2014 in which Workforce youth can participate
	Julie indicated the Workforce Resource would be willing to have their participants work on invasives.  She would like to have a schedule of 2014 work days quite soon.  We discussed the complication of having licensed chemical applicators for some invasives.  Lee Shambeau indicated some of his workers are available on Fridays and weekends, as they would be doing this on their own time.  It was agreed that WCWIPMA would get a calendar organized soon and get it to Julie.

	CWMA spray without license?
	Explore whether proposed rule change to allow CWMAs to spray without license has occurred
	Lee indicated there had been a proposal to allow CWMAs to spray chemicals without having a license.  It is unknown what has happened to that proposal.  Kathy will check with Kelly Kearns.

	Town of Colfax monitoring
	Colfax High School biology class monitor in Town of Colfax
	Mark Mosey has indicated that he is interested in arranging for his class to do invasive monitoring this upcoming spring.  Chris will schedule this when appropriate.

	Appropriate herbicide for Japanese Knotweed (J.K.)
	Possible expansion of our choice of chemicals to use on J.K.
	Lee Shambeau indicated Milestone and Arsenal are effective on Japanese Knotweed.  Milestone works only to later August for foliar spray as it works when flowers.  Otherwise, cut stubble is effective.  There is some possibility that Milestone will be approved for use near water soon.
AIS has been contacting nurseries to advocate the ban of selling of J.K.

	Study about invasives in purchased seed packets
	Study located from U of Washington.  Will get on FB within the month.
	Jeanette mentioned there has been a study of commercial seed sales including a significant amount of invasive plant seeds.  Information would be good for FB.

	Possible expansion of schools with invasive monitoring or control
	Increased student involvement in monitoring and invasives control
	Julie noted that Menomonie H.S. students can receive special recognition at graduation if they have completed 70 hours of community service.  Suggested WCWIPMA contact biology teacher at Menomonie H.S. and AG teachers.
Chase mentioned that West Central WI schools participate in poster and speaking contests and they are thinking of expanding to multi-media.  Suggesting topics about invasive plants may expand student involvement.  Perhaps could get their multimedia on TV. 

Earth Day would be another good time to collaborate with schools for invasive control or monitoring.  This could include the whole school as was done with previous bird project with Xcel Energy. Tom Kerr with Fish & Wildlife and WW Land Trust may have extra tools if we need them. 



	Brochure for what to plant instead of invasives
	Have information readily accessible to give people in Western Central Wisconsin about what to plant instead of invasives and what to plant when trying to control invasives that are in place
	Patrick Coven has suggested what to use on shoreline sites.  UW Stevens Point may have material along with Prairie Moon Nursery may be able to give specific plants for Western WI and specific soil conditions.  Need to be mindful that Dunn County is on the Curtis Jackson tension zone, so Southern Dunn and Northern Dunn have different plants and soil types.
Lee reminded us that it may not pay to do planting until assured significant eradication has occurred.  Only takes a fragment of buckthorn root to sprout.  

Suggested that we list deer resistant plants as some don’t want to eradicate due to deer resistance of invasive plants.

Check with other CWMA Coordinators, Master Gardeners, and DNR to see if they have relevant material.

Julie suggested that if we can get info to her, one of her employees is a good writer and probably could develop the brochure.

	Tainter-Menomin Lake Improvement Association (TMLIA) - April 5th Waterfront Landscaping for Water Quality Workshop
	
	TMLIA will be holding a training for the public to understand the Shoreland Ordinance, which will be open to the public.  They will be training about what to plant and not plant.  Scott Provost for DNR aquatic treatments and Patrick Robinson (UW-EXT/Madison) will be good resources for information.

	Intern for WCWIPMA
	Have an intern to help WCWIPMA with monitoring and educational activities in the summer.
	Chris has had contact with Yari Johnson from UW Platteville about summer intern.  Julie suggested Katrina Carlson (UW Stout) may have some grants for interns and Michael Bessert (UW Stout) has also worked with youth.  Paula Kleintjes-Neff might be a possible contact for UWEC.

	Regular work days
	More media coverage and regularly scheduled work days
	Suggested to have once a month work days, consistent time and date (Invasive Species of the Month from May-Oct).  Colfax, Menomonie, Boyceville may have interest in work days.  Wild Ones School in Fall Creek would be another option.  
Have an invasive of the month, with article sent to media about the invasive.  Select species at its bloom time. Try to get on Judy Clark show during June, which is Invasive Species month. Advertise work days.  Look into advertising in Volume One, Senior Review, Leader-Telegram newspapers.
Check with retired teachers’ assoc to see if they would be willing to coordinate work day events or presentations.  

Grecian foxglove is in Afton and Stillwater, MN area—be aware.  

	Winter In-service
	Plan for WCWIPMA in-service for next winter.  Support TMLIA workshop in April and Lee Shambeau’s workshop once it is scheduled.  
	Possible WCWIPMA/BCR/TPE in-service this winter.  Limited time to develop.  Suggested we have break out sessions on terrestrial, on aquatic, on forests’ invasives. 

4-Control is holding a workshop this winter, location uncertain at this point.  
Perhaps wait until next year to develop WCWIPMA in-service.  In meantime we will support TMLIA April workshop.

	Citizen Based Monitoring grant
	Fulfill match for grants
	Chris reported that there are 176 volunteer hours to put to grant match. Looking for more volunteers to assist with grant in 2014.  

	WCWIPMA info insert on property tax bill
	Explore if WCWIPMA info can be sent with tax bill
	Explore possibility of including WCWIPMA brochure and info in property tax bill in December 2014.

	Ted Ludwig found 3 sites with J.K.
	3 sites found by Ted with J.K. will have a plan for eradication
	Ted indicated he will talk with land owners and will deal with small sites perhaps himself.  Will let us know what we can do to help.

	Japanese Hops
	
	Japanese Hops is appearing in a number of sites within WCWIPMA area.


	Action Item(s)
	Who
	Due
	Details

	Next meeting 
	All
	January 22nd at 9 a.m.
	Dunn Co Ag Center Conference Room
We will print the agenda before the meeting in January


